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March 29, 2024

COREY SCOTT, CEO

Comments from Our CEO
It seems hard to believe, but we are
officially ten days into Spring 2024! With
the change of the season comes change
here at Midwest Dairy. March 29th is Molly
Pelzer’s official last day as Midwest Dairy
CEO, and we congratulate and thank her
for over three decades of service to the
dairy families of the Midwest.

I'm excited to be stepping into an
organization with a deep legacy of
collaboration to build trust in dairy and, I
will be intentional to thoughtfully continue
that legacy with an enterprising eye to the
future. 

I would like to take time to thank those who participated in Midwest Dairy’s fourth annual
Farmer Survey in November of 2023. The data gathered from the survey is crucial to give
staff insights on how to improve the way Midwest Dairy shares stories showcasing the
value of your checkoff investment and checkoff’s work, along with the entire federation, to
drive dairy sales and build trust. Midwest Dairy was pleased to receive 557 responses,
which is up from 499 responses in 2022.

After reading farmer survey responses, a few things stood out to me. The survey showed
farmers are highly aligned with Midwest Dairy’s goals and business objectives, with 95
percent of respondents believing that increasing dairy sales and growing trust are
important. This excites me as we kick off a new strategic plan in 2024 that will still
prioritize the trust, sales, research, and developing farmer leader categories.
Respondents also indicated the desire for more concise, in-person opportunities and
direct contact with checkoff staff. This feedback is important and a request you will see
conveyed into action in 2024. Again, Midwest Dairy is grateful for the feedback provided
by dairy farmers who replied, thank you for making your voice heard.

If you'd like to connect to experience a behind-the-scenes look at the work checkoff does
for you on a weekly basis, I welcome you to connect with me on Facebook or Instagram.
You can find me by clicking here. 

http://links.midwestdairy.com/c/7/eyJhaSI6MTA2Njk3NjIsImUiOiJwaWFfYWxsX3N0YXRlc0BtaWR3ZXN0ZGFpcnkuY29tIiwicmkiOiJjb250YWN0LTNiZmRiMDA2YTBmNzQwZTk5OTViNzQxMjE3NTliYmQ2LTgxZTAwM2U4NjlmODQ1OTFhYmJkZjBiZGUzMDJhMWY1IiwicnEiOiIwMi1iMjQwODktOTIyM2Q0NzA3OTJhNDBiZmFhMmZmNjJhOTZiY2Y2YjYiLCJwaCI6bnVsbCwibSI6dHJ1ZSwidWkiOiIxIiwidW4iOiIiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWlkd2VzdGRhaXJ5LmNvbS8_X2NsZGVlPUljR0RhUkZoSjlRZFhqaWZsZUs4SlU2N1hteEkwN2FhVlZWTHhRbVNncXlxelFLTW9DX0VaUVVjbC1uZUxvcC1LLUlfTHdBNGFGd05VekNicEd4WUtRJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtM2JmZGIwMDZhMGY3NDBlOTk5NWI3NDEyMTc1OWJiZDYtODFlMDAzZTg2OWY4NDU5MWFiYmRmMGJkZTMwMmExZjUmZXNpZD03OThjY2Y2ZS0zZGVkLWVlMTEtYTIwNC0wMDBkM2E1NTcyMzAifQ/kXzX5YyRPPSRGcfuNMMZTg
http://links.midwestdairy.


Innovate with Dairy Tool
available now

Dairy Management Inc. (DMI) has
launched Innovate with Dairy, a new
tool created through the national dairy
checkoff. Learn more below!

READ MORE

DEAL Class 3 meets for the first
time in Nashville

Class 3 of the Dairy Experience and
Agricultural Leadership Program held
its Phase 1 meeting in Nashville,
Tennessee, this past February.

READ MORE

Checkoff enters year 3 with the
Mayo Clinic collaboration

February 2024 officially marked the
beginning of year three of a 5-year
collaboration with the Mayo Clinic.

READ MORE

Missouri Farmers Care prepares
for season partnership with St.

Louis Cardinals

Midwest Dairy and other ag
commodity groups across the state
kicked off 2024 by working
with Missouri Farmers Care.

READ MORE
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Kroger Precision Marketing holiday
ads recap

This past holiday season, Midwest
Dairy partnered with Kroger Precision
Marketing to drive incremental dairy
sales and awareness of dairy through
targeted offsite display ads.

READ MORE

Digging into Soil Health on Illinois
Dairy Farms

In early March, the Illinois
Stewardship Alliance supported a
week dedicated solely to soil health.
Keep reading to see how Midwest
Dairy was involved!

READ MORE

Midwest calf voted the “Most
Kissable Calf” through the Adopt a

Cow Program

This program offers calf updates with
the farmer incorporating classroom
instruction and other fun contests
throughout the year, like the “Most
Kissable Calf” that just wrapped up. 

READ MORE

Dairy Ambassadors sharpen their
social media skills

Midwest Dairy would like to welcome
and support the 2024 Dairy
Ambassadors, who will be
representing dairy farmers in five
states.

READ MORE
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National Agriculture Day at UNL

Midwest Dairy recently engaged with
Generation Z to share dairy’s
sustainable nutrition story, answer
questions, and build trust in dairy. 

READ MORE

Midwest Dairy sponsors
Environmental Education

Conference to build trust in dairy

In 2024, Midwest Dairy is partnering
with the Nebraska Alliance for
Conservation and Environmental
Education, which strives to meet the
needs of Nebraska’s conservation
and environmental education
providers through coordination,
promotion, and education.

READ MORE

Arkansas / Southern Missouri /
Oklahoma
Stacy Dohle
417-298-2780
sdohle@midwestdairy.com

Iowa
Mariah Busta
563-449-2414
mbusta@midwestdairy.com

Minnesota
Shannon Watrin
763-355-9686
swatrin@midwestdairy.com

North Dakota
Char Heer
701-321-1239
cheer@midwestdairy.com

Illinois
Kendra Anderson
309-825-2196
kanderson@midwestdairy.com

Kansas / Northern Missouri
Ron Grusenmeyer
816-873-0351
rgrusenmeyer@midwestdairy.com

Nebraska
Tracy J Behnken
531-207-4291
tbehnken@midwestdairy.com

South Dakota
Tom Peterson
605-251-2439
tpeterson@midwestdairy.com
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